


















PAKURANGA CROQUET CLUB INC  

The Pakuranga Croquet Club is situated in Lloyd Elsmore Park at Pakuranga. 
The complex was originally the ACA Headquarters, and a thriving club was necessary for economic 
and practical viability. The Pakuranga Croquet Club was incorporated on 19 July 1985. 
In 1991 it took over control of its club from the ACA. 

In 2003 Golf Croquet was introduced at our club, and both Association and Golf were played for a few 
years. 

Now the Pakuranga Croquet Club plays Golf Croquet only and we have a very happy growing club 
with an enthusiastic membership. Golf Croquet players turn up to play at most sessions and our lawns 
are often full. We have had to extend our playing days! 

Our Association players were dwindling and the new game of Golf Croquet saved and resurrected the 
club. Golf Croquet is recommended for clubs wanting to increase membership. 

Pakuranga Croquet Club 
With the closure of the Mt Hobson Croquet Club in 1982, the Auckland 
Croquet Association was seeking new headquarters. The Association 
entered into a 'Shared Responsibility Scheme' with the Manukau City 
Council, which was developing recreation and sporting facilities at 

Lloyd Elsmore Park, Pakuranga. The basis of this scheme was to be a 
Council Grant of up to 25% of the cost; the Auckland Croquet 
Association to pay 25% of the cost; and an interest free Council loan 
for 15 years to cover 50% of the cost. Financial assistance would be 
available in 1984/85 if in the meantime the ACA could raise funds as 
part of their commitment. Formal application was made in 1979 and 
fund raising started. With a target of $30,000 an all-out effort was 
encouraged with a suggested $20 per player as a guideline. 

During a visit to Melbourne for an international test, Mrs. J. Corry 
learned that the venue for the test belonged to the Victorian Croquet 
Association, and they let the lawns to a club. This suggestion for a 
similar arrangement was put forward and the idea favourably received. 

In March 1984, a Headquarters Sub Committee was given approval 
and work got underway utilising the Labour Department's Project 
Employment Scheme (PEP). Workers were supervised and controlled 
by members of the ACA Sub-Committee. It was now decided to 
promote a new club to be known as the Pakuranga Croquet Club. 
The inaugural meeting was held in April 1984. Then followed 
discussions as to the conditions under which the new club should 
operate. Unfortunately the death and resignation of several club 
officers marred a satisfactory outcome and the whole project seemed 
on the brink of foundering. It was suggested that the club is wound up 
and the ACA be asked to form a new club under their sponsorship and 
management. 

Other clubs in the association were anxious to continue playing at 
Pakuranga and eventually a workable solution was found. This was 
just great, a new club with 6 lawns and a new clubhouse, and 
prospects for forthcoming national and international tournaments. 

Unfortunately the dream didn't quite come true. With the unfavourable 
economic climate and the downturn in membership it no longer became 
a viable proposition to continue with this joint agreement. In 1998 the 
ACA withdrew and the Pakuranga Club signed a separate agreement 
with the Manukau City Council to become a separate entity. At the 
same time, the two lower lawns were vacated and the club maintains 
four lawns. Who knows, hopefully one day those other two lawns will 
be brought back into play. 

The Pakuranga Croquet Club is continuing with great enthusiasm. We 
are persevering in our endeavors to increase membership to make full 
use of an excellent facility. The Manukau City Council provides us with 
tremendous support and we enter the millenium with high hopes. 
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