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Papers Past — Observer — 18 Haratua 1918 — THE SOCIAL SPHERE 

Tlw president ot the Onehunga 
Croquet Club gave an At Home" 
to the members on Tuesday of last 
week, when the day being beauti-
fully fine, and other conditions being 
favourable, a most pleasurable after-
noon was spent. Progressive croquet 
was played, and the prize-winners 
were Mrs. Clarkson and, Mrs. Bert, 
Stonex. The tea table was beauti-
fully decorated with pink flowers and 
greenery, and was heavily laden with 
delicious home-made cakes, pastu, 
sandwiches, etc. 

Reproaches have been cast at er9- 
rtti•t4.  -t‘l few Ikrictioo -Few Q rick n 	fin) P nt  VA CJ407 iw,41, 40 4 %P.& 

play when it is alleged they thould 
be doing war work, but it has been 
pointed out to me that, without 
exception, croquet ladies are all ar-
dent patriotic workers, and give days 
at the Town Hall or elsewhere, and 
there are not a few who have suf-
fered the loss of more than one son, 
who seek the croquet lawn as a 
means of taking their minds for .a 
s;pell off their troubles. 	One, ill 
particular, told me he would bo rn 
the asylum for the insane if she did 
not have something to keep her from 
brooding. 



Since the beginning of the war the 
croquet clubs have.  given social af- 
ternoons in the eummer, and evening 
parties in the winter, to raise funds, 
and lately there has befm a round tot 

which was a brilliant success socially 
and, financially. The president, Mrs. 
*Millington; the seereOry, Mrs. Web- 
ber, and the members, put in a large 
amount of labour, and gave money 
freely to supply dainty refreshments 
for the two hundred people who 
gathered there at a shilling a head, 
mostly to play croquet, but some to 
play bowls with the men bowlers, 
who turned up to help swell the 
funds. There were money-raisers in 
the form of guesTiing competitions, 
and sales of home-made cakes, etc., 
so the Red Gross very materially 
benefits. Mt. Albert and Rocky 
Nook Clubs also gave tournamentis 
for the same cause recently, but so 
far I have not received, any particu- 
lars. Ponsonby Club, which has 
tonly a few members, dectided to lev 
a subscription on their members iii- 
stead of bold ing an "Afternoon.' 
This thev did some time a20, and 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nzicgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=T019180518.2  
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