- New Zealand Herald ¥ 18 February 1905 .

Tuz members of the Mount Eden Croquet
Club. exiended a hearly welcome to the

New Zealand Herald ¥ 4 April 1898

osoqvm Grafton, Yarncil, Renera, aud North Shore
Crasguet Cluls, on their spocions lawus at

NP ——— Mouut  LEden  yeo ::‘:* afternoon.  Ten

of . ¢ (hab Jdawns were prepa w play, the tennis

court; being Lrought inlo requisition. The

uftermoos, Crogquet (Gub lmss not a Iargﬁ membership,
7 Imt yreat jntzrest is {aken by the members,
Lo ;ix-' p?v‘l’ll’e daillr_. rdu'i-'. ljgaﬂw:i xé presi-
. e dent of the combine anilis #n usk
Grafton s Cluby, with Mr. Uull as sceretary. e
tinmzes Udy, RKoendurdine, Moginie, Hudsou,

Iﬁ E. C. Tsceale, Horace Walker, and Mies Pl

the % liott, forined an effivient commitieo of man-
agement for the day, and the tables, laden

with daiutics, showed they had been ably

Liolped by their fellow members. * The tahls
decorativns wero in blue, light and dark

blue being tho colours of the elub. The

result of the play showed that three players

i class A and clags B respeectively bad both

a{n c-rq:m; l_".um‘ber :f mes.bmllri;h Carlaw

srafton), in elass A, drow a o gameo

‘ retween Sesdumes Thornes and S8mith R(l‘;ur-
‘ pell) resulted in & win for Mrs. Thornee

: :l’:lamhacs T’hor_ nes ang Cnr!u*] dragm for the

rize, therc being no lLime {o pla ame,

and Alrs. Thornez won. 'I‘hz gruo was »

honvy silver-mounted reont Dottle. Mrs

Carlaw receivad a pretly basket ornament

uz & consolation prize. In class B Nire

{Dr.) King {Grafion) drew a bye from Mes-

damos (D)r.) MeDowell (Grafton) and Hariy

e aevatiro,  iNorth Shore).  JMrs. McDowell won ihe
geme, the finns draw resulting in Mrs, (Dr.
King receiving the prize, a rilver-mounts

sonet Dot snd 2iee (b3 Mebiowell o

Hoather presented the prives. 5
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Mt Eden’s Places for sport:

2%=- all the building the inhabitants of the Borough had more leisure time and began to look to sports as a means of recreation - the most respectable of
sports of course, such as tennis, bowls and cricket, gentlemen’s sport. Those dedicated to their sport sacrificed time and money and today these ground are

n operation.

Tennis was the first with its beginnings in 1886 with the club forming and leasing a plot of land from Mt Richard Udy’s dairy farm on Mt Eden Rd. Two more

= nis courts were laid in 1900 and in 1950’s the club added squash as it was becoming popular and the club became known as the Mt Eden Tennis and
Souash club and is still on the same site today the club Bowls started in Mt Eden in 1896 with the foundation of the Mt Eden Bowling Club on Mt Eden Rd,

oguet became a popular sport for the ladies and a green was laid on an adjoining property in 1904.

Cricket was played at the Eden-Roskill Cricket Club and sometime around 1901 a group of keen cricketers played friendly games on a small section of land
ated to the west of Eden Park. In 1903 they founded the Eden District Cricket Club and due to their success they purchased 15 acres to form Eden Park.
This land was on the edge of a cabbage tree swamp and at times in winter a lake where boats were rowed. In the summer it was rough and scrub-covered, the
were gradually developed and pavilion built. Flooding continued to be a problem and in 1924 cricket amalgamated with Rugby and today we have an

| playing venue equal to any in the world, Eden Park is the home of Auckland Rugby, Auckland Cricket, the Blues super 12 franchise and hoists

mt=mational games for visiting teams.

‘http://www.dominionrd.co.nz/History.html







Papers Past | THE SOCIAL Spnere (Obseﬁer, 1909-12-18) Page 4 of 16

Mt. Eden Croguet Club held an
‘““At Home’’ on Thu y after-

noon, to which were invi a num-
ber of players from other chabs., The
lawns are adjacent to thes bowling
greens. To give more room for play,
the Bowling Club very [graciously

gave the use of one of the greens for
play. The music, which greatly
added to the enjoyment, swas sup-
plied by the Bavarian nd. A
dainty afternmoon tea was & provided
by the ladies of the club, the tables
being artistically arranged’with yel-
low and purple flowers. TOZresslve
croqueb was played, the winners be-
ing Mesdames - Smith and> Young,
first grade, and Mesdames Hodg-
son and Vause_second grade. The
prizes, which were ver andsone,
were presented by Mr C. Hudson.
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Newspapers » New Zealand Herald » 24 February 1928 » Page 8 ¥ This artic

." “THE MOUNT EDEN CROQUET - CLUB AT HOME'"" " .YESTERDAY, AF!'ERNOO\F.' . : TR
A phatograph taken during the progress of play. ' Members of Auckland and -aubmb‘an.‘;[ubg’\:épre-ggup:atilho‘hlpgngi F.'E!;q-green.
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THE CROQUET SEASON OPENS.—Scene at the Mount Eden Croquet Club yesterday after the official opening of the
greens by Mrs. R. Hamilton, president of the Auckland Croquct Association. e
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Papers Past | LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. (New Zealand ]
Heérealdl 261142
NICHOLSON PARK ?LAYGROUND.

Sir,—A large number” of: mothors -in
Mount Eden  .in the vicinity of Nichol-
son- Park, miust. liave been. disappointed
when they read the report:of the. opening :
of ths Mount Eden Croguet ‘Clob. When
& collector asked me for a sub. for a chil-
dren’s playground I willingly gave what
I could spars. and promised more when
the playground was started. But.all wa
have got is a -beautiful- lawn- for tennis
and- croquet and smart dressing rooms
and everywhere the children are asking
**When -is. our ' playground. going - to bs
ready 7° *~ When there are tenmis couris
in every dircction I-do think the. chil-
dren might have bad their - playground
first. : - A MoTEER,

pE—— —

* -2 &M ] ”

" daily.
(New Zealand Herald, 1944-07-19)

USE OF CLUB PAVILIONS

D L

QUESTION OF RECOVERY

“I think we should see now about
recovering these places,” said the
Mavor, Mr R. J. Mills, at a meeting
of the Mount Xden Borough Council
last night, when an inquiry as to the
likelihood of the Mount Eden Croquet
Club regaining its pavilion from the
Air Force for the coming season was
being considered. Mr Mills said the
small clubs concerned in the taking
over of pavilions and premises had been
very patient,

“Thev are not the only ones who
have been patient,”” remarked a
member,

“T think we should suppott the
HrenaLp in its statements,”” said Mr N.
C. Snedden.

Tt was decided to support the club’s
application and to make inquiries about
the recovery of occupied premiscs.
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The initial idea of including croquet was revived
in 1896, and two croquet lawns were laid, this game
being seen as a fitting sport for the ladies. The ladies
were more partial to tennis, however, and the
number of croquet players dwindled. Those
remaining finally left and joined the club at the top
of Valley Road.

Two more tennis courts were laid in 1900 and the
pavilion, built early on, was gradually upgraded. In
the late 1950°s, when squash was becoming popular
and the club was in need of added income, it was
decided to set up squash courts. These were
completed in 1963, and that which at its inception
was to be a tennis and croquet club, became a tennis
and squash club.

Today the club, which has remained on its original
site for just over a hundred years, has six all-weather
astrograss courts, six squash courts, and a well-
appointed club house. It is still one of the strongest
clubs in Auckland. Many of its members represent
the second and third generations of their families’
involvement in the club.

Seven men met in Waites Hall in 1896 and
decided to form a club to play what they considered
‘sport of the highest and best kind’, This was the
foundation of the Mt Eden Bowling Club. After their
first meeting the seven men decided to come back
together in a week’s time, having canvassed for new
members. There were no new members when they
met together a week later, but they decided to go
ahead with the formation of the club and purchased
three allotments for a playing area at the top end of
Valley Road, fronting Mt Eden Road. The grounds
having been levelled and grassed, the club opened
for play the following year. It wasn’t long before
numbers increased and many Mt Eden gentlemen
were bowling on the greens.

A croquet lawn with two small greens was laid on
the adjoining property in 1904, and croquet became
a popular sport for the ladies. They shifted to new
facilities in Nicholson Park about 1925, where the
Council had prepared a croquet ground, made
possible by the fund-raising efforts of club members.
The croquet club closed in the 1960’s.

By 1910 membership of the Bowling Club was well
over one hundred and increasing, and the grounds
were now in a poor state. The bowling club members
discussed shifting to new grounds at Nicholson
Park, but as part of the area in mind was Crown land
controlled by the Epsom and Mt Eden Domain
Board, they were refused the lease of the land. Two
more acres were added to the playing area in Valley
Road instead.

When the club again requested the lease of land
at Nicholson Park in 1926, it was granted and a
building fund started for the pavilion. The site
required much work before it was to look anything
like a bowling green. It had been a quarry from
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which tons of scoria had been taken, and was
cavernous and rugged with veins of rock jutting
upwards. The site was filled in with all kinds of
rubble—tree trunks, rocks, old cars—before it was
levelled off and the topsoil laid. The greens were
formed by the Borough Council, and officially
opened in October 1929. The pavilion was built and
completed for the following season.

Mount Eden & Combined Bowling Club
Brian Wilson Photography

In the late 1970°s the club merged with the
Auckland Combined Services Club when their land
in Brentwood Avenue was taken. As there are few
men from the Services remaining the name is to be
changed back to The Mt Eden Bowling Club.
Membership is now around 170, 54 of whom form
a ladies’ section of the club. The only indication of
the former state of the site is on one of the greens,
where there has been a gradual settlement of the
overlay.

In 1908 a group in the Balmoral area met in St
Alban’s Hall to form the Dominion Road Bowling
Club. The following year they bought property in
Mont Le Grand Road and laid bowling greens and
tennis courts. With a membership of 41 the club
opened their greens in November 1910. A small
ladies’ croquet club was opened in the same year.
The club name was changed to Balmoral Bowling
Club in 1931. The two-storeyed pavilion was built
in 1957 as part of the Jubilee celebrations.

Eden-Roskill Cricket Club, which represents Mt
Eden, has an interesting history in connection with
Eden Park. As there are no facilities in Mt Eden for
cricket, the club has its headquarters in Keith Hay
Park, Mt Roskill, although its history and
association remain tied closely to Mt Eden.

Sometime around 1901 to 1902 a group of keen
cricketers played friendly games on a small section
of land they rented to the west of today’s Eden Park.
In 1903 they decided to found the Eden District
Cricket Club.
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courts on the property, which they used and
maintained until they merged with the Eden-Epsom
Tennis Club. From this time the council took over
the upkeep of the property, developing it into a
centre for the use of groups in the community.

The Centre, run by the council, is available to be
used by any community group. It is presently used
for after-school programmes, holiday programmes,
pre-school, Plunket, and a support group for the
elderly. The courts are used on a casual basis by
those living in the area, for tennis, netball and
soccer.

Nicholson Park is the only organized sports
grounds in Mt Eden, with facilities for bowls, tennis,
and hockey and soccer practice fields, which are
used by various clubs on long-term lease.

Before Nicholson Park became the well planned
grounds we know today it was used by children in
the neighbourhood as a place where they could
chase rabbits, build huts and play hide-and-go-seek.
Prior to this near the end of the last century, the area
was extensively quarried and tons of scoria had been
removed. This left an area of rough, loose ground
and rocks where little else but manuka and gorse
grew. The land had been set aside as a road reserve
under the Epsom and Mt Eden Domain Board, and
in 1916 it was suggested as a site for the Auckland
University College and was passed over to the
Auckland City Council and the Mount Eden
Borough Council jointly. Nothing came of this, and
in 1922 it was classified as recreation reserve to be
developed and administered by the Mt Eden
Borough Council.

Nicholson Park was developed into a sports park
in the 1920’s. This began with the preparation of
croquet lawns in 1924, by cutting gorse, and
bringing loads of clay for fill. The same year a part
of the reserve, where the bowling club is now, was
leased for quarrying for two years. In 1925 the
children’s playground was put in, with money
donated by Mr O. Nicholson and Mr H. Nicholls,
and was officially opened by Mayor Potter in
February 1926.

Mount Eden Tennis Club, Nicholson Pari
Brian Wilson Photography
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The tennis courts, which are now used by the Mt
Eden Tennis Club, were formed in 1926. These were
leased by the Seddonian Tennis Club, Old Boys of
Seddon Technical School in Wellesley Street. As
numbers of Seddon Old Boys fell the club opened
up the membership to the public, and changed the
name to Mt Eden Tennis Club in 1931. During the
years of World War I1, tennis balls like soccer balls
were hard to come by and required a permit. The
club secretary took the iniative however, and
recruited several ladies who had worked for Reid
Rubber to make tennis balls. These sold at 12s/6d
($1.25) a dozen. The club continues today with over
a hundred members. The original four chip courts
which required raking and watering have been
increased to six, four of which are now in synthetic
grass.

Another six courts formed across the road from
these are used by the Auckland Lawn Tennis
Association, and are the headquarters of the ALTA
Junior Section. The association has been the scene
of many popular junior tournaments with up-and-
coming players such as Chris Lewis, Julie
Richardson and Brett Steven progressing through
the junior ranks.

By 1927 Nicholson Park was largely developed
with playground, croquet lawns and tennis courts,
and only the old quarry area remained in a rough
state. Filling and levelling of this area then began,
to form the bowling club and sports grounds. The
bowling club grounds and pavilion were completed
in 1929, and the grounds for soccer and cricket
completed and ready for use by 1931. The women’s
bowling club was later formed at the end of the
1930’s. Drainage work being carried out in the
borough made fill available as necessary for these
grounds. Much of the work was done by relief
workers, as these were the depression years. By the
1960’s the croquet club, which had few remaining
members, wound up. The land was then divided
between the bowling club and the tennis club.

Much of the development of the area was funded
from the estate of Mr James Young. The work,
carried out largely by the council, transformed an
area of rough waste land into neatly laid out sports
grounds providing for the community’s sporting
needs.
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